NAYANA

VEDIC VISTAS

The letters Nayana wrote to Bhagawan Ramana re-
veal the various stages of his spiritual realisation. Ramana
himself chose to have them all carefully preserved. The old
devotees knew well with what great affection Maharishi re-
garded Nayana. These letters were written in Sanskrit.

After Navaratri in 1931, Ganapati Muni returned to
Kuluve on the request of Seetarama Bhadti and had decided
to devote a major part of his time to the study of Rig Veda
and note the portions (passages) pertaining to the genesis of
the great epic Mahabharata. In 1933 he completed assembling
into a critical treatise, the biographical elements of various
heroes of the epic. He called this "Bhaarata Charitra
Pareeksha". Disciples referred to its as Mahabharata
"Sangraha" or Vimarsa or Meemamsa. This treatise showed
the heroes of Mahabharata, including Sri Krishna, as seers of
Mantras (Mantra-drashtas) who, acquiring strength by virtue
of tapas, waged war against Kauravas in the interest of the
well being of thecountry. The seers of Rig-Veda had the in-
terest of the country at heart and whenever the freedom of
the country was in danger, they averted it effectively and safe-
guarded the welfare of the nation. They bestowed effective
attention on individual development and on collective well-
being of all and the necessary course of action was adopted.
The suggestion that Kauravas were aliens, also emanated from
this critical study of Rig-Veda. But the Mahabharata War,
evidently, was not limited to subcontinent alone whatever
picture the topic in its present form conveyed. This great war
which occured at the beginning of Kali Yuga (the age of Kali)
had set the pattern of conduct for future generations, both by
its cause and effect.

Kaliyuga means the age of Kalaha or dispute. This
could be seen in the various fields of activity in this age.
Mahabharata should serve as a guide to us to recognise and
understand Dharma and not to violate Dharma by succumb-
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